
 

WEST OF ENGLAND COMBINED AUTHORITY – DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY INFRASTRUCTURE ACCELERATOR 

PLATFORM PROVIDER APPLICATION GUIDANCE 

Introduction 

Please read the information that the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) have 

published about the Digital Connectivity Infrastructure Accelerator (DCIA) opportunity here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/digital-connectivity-infrastructure-accelerator-dcia 

These pages contain all the relevant background and details that you should need to complete this 

application form. We advise reading in particular the ‘Application Guidance’ and the ‘Technical Specification’ 

documents 

Please note that this is not necessarily a technical research and development opportunity. We are looking to 

select a platform provider whose product already meets most, if not all, of the DCMS technical specification 

requirements, or that can quickly do so. The platform may already be operating as a commercial product.  

Relevant Local Context  

The Combined Authority is running an open grant process to select a platform provider to include in our 

proposed DCIA bid to DCMS. We will make this application form available on our website and email it to all 

potential providers that have contacted us over the last few weeks. 

The Combined Authority will bring together the four constituent Local Authorities that make up the West of 

England Local Enterprise Partnership. These are the unitary councils of Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol 

City, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire. We may approach other public sector entities as the 

project develops. These authorities will be committed to providing the necessary asset detail needed to 

populate the platform. 

We estimate that there could be 300,000 relevant assets between these four local authorities. For clarity, 

the Combined Authority does not own any relevant assets. We are an area where there is already some 

market provision of 5G covering our urban centres (Bristol and Bath) but extensive rural areas where no 5G 

coverage is available.  

Our approach to the project is not to attempt a ‘big bang’ of all data for the whole region being captured and 

placed into the platform; instead, we will select smaller geographies for initial focus to test platform 

capability as well as data issues. These initial focus areas will be selected in consultation with all relevant 

stakeholders. 

We will secure additional project-wide support to help provide the platform provider with data ingestion. 

This support is likely to work directly with the authorities to source, check and cleanse data before it is 

provided into the platform, or to the platform provider. Co-operation with this party will be needed from the 

platform provider. We do not anticipate that this data partner will be a commercial entity. 

The Combined Authority will also form a market-side reference group consisting of mobile network operator 

(MNO) and other potential platform users working to a set of Terms of Reference to inform the project 

during delivery. 
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A range of options will exist at the end of the project as to how the region builds on the pilot project period. 

The Combined Authority has not selected a favoured outcome, nor a method for continuing to access the 

platform of the selected provider. We expect these options to develop during the pilot period. 

Timetable for Applications 

Our timetable for applications is: 

• Application process launched:   Wednesday 13 October 2021 

• Period for questions closes:   Monday 25 October 2021 

• Application submission deadline:  14:00 Monday 1 November 2021 

• Notification of selected platform provider: Monday 8 November 2021 

DCMS require applications to the DCIA opportunity to be submitted by the 18th November. We will require 

input from the selected platform provider to the final application to DCMS between Monday 8 November 

and submission date. 

Contacting us with Questions 

Please email any questions or clarifications sought to dcia@westofengland-ca.gov.uk before 5pm on Monday 

25 October. We will maintain a record of all questions and clarifications received with our answers on our 

website. We will answer questions within 3 days of receipt and will publish updated FAQs regularly. 

Questions received on 25 October will be answered by Wednesday 27 October. 

How to Apply 

Please complete the downloadable application form on the website (https://www.westofengland-

ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/innovation/dcia/) and save it in Word format with the following file name format: 

“applicantcompanynamedcia.doc”.  

Submit your completed application form by email to dcia@westofengland-ca.gov.uk. Please use ‘DCIA 

platform provider application’ as the ‘Subject’ title of the email. 

We do not require any further information in support of your application; please use the relevant questions 

in the form to highlight your platform capabilities and to direct us toward any live or demonstration sites. 

Assessment and Selection Criteria 

The Authority’s selection decision will be based on an assessment against the following four sections of our 

application form. 

Section Explanation of ‘fully met’ score 

Platform suitability The responses provide confidence that the proposed platform can meet the 
requirements of the DCMS technical specification during the pilot period. 

Data and security The responses provide confidence that the platform provider is aware of relevant 
issues around data capture and ingestion and of security of data in the platform 
and that during the pilot period, successful data ingestion can be achieved, and 
appropriate security of the data evidenced and maintained. 

mailto:dcia@westofengland-ca.gov.uk
mailto:dcia@westofengland-ca.gov.uk
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/innovation/dcia/
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/innovation/dcia/
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/innovation/dcia/
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/innovation/dcia/
mailto:dcia@westofengland-ca.gov.uk
mailto:dcia@westofengland-ca.gov.uk


 

Value for money The responses provide confidence that the platform provider has project costs 
that will be affordable and that there is a realistic prospect of the platform being 
financially sustainable by the end of the pilot period. 

Impact and 
additionality 

The responses give confidence that the proposed platform will be able to provide 
functionality to accurately record the time taken to complete acquisition 
transactions and each step in that process. There is confidence that the platform 
and provider can contribute to supporting the development of wider 
functionality to address other related aims that could go beyond the 
requirements of a successful DCIA pilot.  

 

Each section will be given an overall assessment grade and associated score: 

• Not met (0) 

• Partially met (1) 

• Fully met (2) 

• Exceeded (3) 

We may request subsequent meetings with applicants following submission of your application to seek 

clarification on specific answers. 

Word Limits 

Please use a maximum of 800 words per section of the application form. This is a fixed maximum, not a 

minimum requirement. The four sections are Platform suitability; Data and security; Value for money; and, 

Impact and additionality.  

Grant Funding 

If we are successful in our application to DCMS, we will make grant funding available to the selected 

platform provider as ‘small amounts of financial assistance’ under clauses 3.2 (4) of the EU/UK Trade and Co-

operation Agreement. You will need to complete a declaration form regarding previous similar public 

assistance that you have received (this can be found within the Application Form). 

You must be a UK registered entity to receive this grant from us. 

DCMS are making around £500k available to each successful pilot project. We anticipate allocating no more 

than approximately 30% of any funding secured to the platform provider as grant. 

Eligible Costs 

All grant will be paid in arrears of eligible costs being incurred. Eligible costs will be: 

• Labour costs. 

• A maximum flat rate of 15% overhead on top of labour costs. 

• Materials, including licenses, software purchases or other costs. 

• Travel and subsistence. 

• Sub-contracting costs, including any additional external consultancy costs incurred by the platform 

provider. 



 

We do not anticipate allocating funds for capital asset purchase, but we would consider these on a case-by-

case basis. 

Please base your estimated grant requirement on these eligible cost definitions. There will be flexibility to 

change and adapt your costs as the pilot progresses between eligible cost headings, but you should plan for 

the total amount of grant that you require, as given in this application, to remain fixed throughout the pilot. 

We will issue the selected provider with a grant offer letter to formalise the award of funding and the full 

terms and conditions associated with it once we know the outcome of our application to DCMS. 


