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This document sets out our 
priorities for clean and inclusive 
economic growth in the West 
England for 2018/19. It will form  
the basis of the West of England 
Combined Authority’s business  
plan and inform our regional 
response to the Government’s 
Industrial Strategy.

OUR AMBITIONS
The West of England is a  
place of growth and innovation,  
where economic, cultural and 
environmental diversity  
is celebrated and forms the 
foundation of prosperity for all.
We are investing in people and 
places – including jobs, skills, 
transport, homes, and digital 
connections – to ensure we are 
creating healthy communities 
where people want to live,  
work and visit.  
We will achieve our ambitions  
by investing in three priority  
areas: infrastructure, skills  
and business.
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IMPROVING 
SKILLS AND 

KNOWLEDGE 
SUPPLY

A JOINED-UP 
EDUCATION, 

EMPLOYMENT 
AND SKILLS 

SYSTEM

PROVIDING 
RESIDENTS 

WITH SUPPORT, 
INFORMATION 

AND ADVICE TO 
UNLOCK CAREER 

POTENTIAL

HELPING 
BUSINESSES TO 
START-UP, GROW 
AND FLOURISH

SUPPORTING 
BUSINESSES TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF EXPORT 

OPPORTUNITIES

BETTER LINKS 
TO REDUCE 

CONGESTION  
AND CONNECT 

PEOPLE

IMPROVED 
NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

MORE 
AFFORDABLE 
HOMES WITH 
A RANGE OF 

HOUSING TYPES

EMPLOYMENT 
SPACES TO MEET 

THE NEEDS OF 
ALL BUSINESSES

WORLD-
LEADING DIGITAL 

CONNECTIONS 
ACROSS THE 

REGION

SUPPORTING 
AN INNOVATIVE 

ECONOMY

PROTECTING 
AND PROMOTING 

OUR REGION’S 
CULTURE

A driving 
force for clean 
and inclusive 

economic 
growth.

W
e will provide 

our residents with 

opportunities to develop 

the skills our regional 

businesses need.

We will enable our 
diverse, innovative 

and vibrant business 
community to flourish.

Future Bright, our 
new career support 

programme, will improve 
the job prospects and 
enhance the life skills  
of 3,000 residents in  

our region.

We will seek 
investment to 

transform suburban 
rail, increasing 

capacity and improving 
services, with the aim 
of encouraging more 

people to travel  
by train.

For example:
We will leverage funding 

from Government to 
build more homes, 

more quickly.

We will trial a 
superfast 5G network 
at tourist attractions, 
allowing us to look at 
the wider and longer-
term benefits of smart 

tech for our region.

OPERATING 
FRAMEWORK




