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ITEM: 11 
 

 DATE: 28th June 2017 
 
REPORT TITLE: NEXT STEPS FOR REGIONAL STRATEGY 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
AUTHOR: PATRICIA GREER, INTERIM CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 
Purpose of Report  
 

1 To seek agreement to publish a draft West of England Regional Strategy discussion paper 
in July.  

 
 
Issues for Consideration  
 

2 The draft West of England Regional Strategy discussion paper sets out our ambition for 
inclusive economic growth in the West of England.  
 

3 It is proposed that the draft West of England Regional Strategy discussion paper is 
published in July with a view to formally launching the West of England Regional Strategy 
in the autumn.  
 

4 The regional strategy covers the local authority areas of Bath and North East Somerset, 
Bristol, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset. Officers from across these authorities 
have been involved with the development of the draft strategy, vision and priorities. The 
Local Enterprise Partnership and business have also been involved in shaping the regional 
strategy.  
 

5 Our ambition is that the regional strategy will be embraced by organisations across the 
region and be used to guide and steer activities across the region. It will also inform the 
West of England Combined Authority Business Plan, shape the organisations’ activities 
and help inform scheme prioritisation.  
  

6 Adoption of a regional strategy will demonstrate our commitment to co-ordination across 
the region from across the public sector and business in the West of England. It will 
strengthen our region’s case for investment and further devolution.  
 

7 Delivery of the regional strategy will require the support of, and partnership working with, a 
range of organisations and agencies from across the region, each of whom will play a key 
part in delivery of the strategy. 
 

8 The regional strategy will provide a framework for the business plan and performance 
management framework that will be presented to the Constituent Authorities and to 
Government to demonstrate progress. It will guide all activity and make sure that 
everything we do is prioritised and focused on delivering the regional strategy.  
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9 Timetable: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consultation 
 

10 Officers from the Combined Authority have engaged with a range of representatives from 
across the business community, unitary authorities and others in the development of a 
discussion paper. 

 
11 This report seeks agreement to publish a draft West of England Regional Strategy 

discussion paper in July to widen these discussions. 
 

12 The West of England Combined Authority is committed to engaging with a wide range of 
stakeholders across the region to ensure strategy is relevant and effective and well 
supported. 

 
 
Other Options Considered 
 

13 None.  
 
 
Risk Management/Assessment 
 

13 A strategy for the region will provide a framework for the West of England Combined 
Authority business plan and investment decisions, without it the Authority risks lacking 
direction 
 

14 The vision and priorities in the strategy will guide budget planning, without it the Combined 
Authority may be unable to demonstrate sound investment decisions to Government at its 
devolution five-year gateway review 

 
15 An agreed regional strategy will strengthen the regions case for future investment and 

devolution; without a co-ordinated approach the region may be overlooked by potential 
investors. 

 
Public Sector Equality Duties: 
 

16 The public sector equality duty created under the Equality Act 2010 means that public 
authorities must have due regard to the need to: 
 
• Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimization and other conduct 

prohibited by the Act. 
• Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected characteristic 

and those who do not. 
• Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those 

who do not. 

Publish Regional Strategy discussion 
paper for public engagement 
 

July 2017 

Public engagement period 
 

July, August, September  

Drafting of final Regional Strategy 
 

September 

Publication of final Regional Strategy 
 

October 
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17 The Act explains that having due regard for advancing equality involves: 
 

• Removing or minimizing disadvantages suffered by people due to their protected 
characteristics. 

• Taking steps to meet the needs of people from protected groups where these are 
different from the needs of other people. 

• Encouraging people from protected groups to participate in public life or in other 
activities where their participation is disproportionately low. 

 
18 The general equality duty therefore requires organisations to consider how they could 

positively contribute to the advancement of equality and good relations.  It requires 
equality considerations to be reflected in the design of policies and the delivery of services, 
including policies, and for these issues to be kept under review. 

 
19 We will work to ensure that representatives from a range of organisations representing the 

interests of underrepresented groups are invited to be involved in discussion of the West 
of England Regional Strategy discussion paper.  

 
 
Economic Impact Assessment: 
 

20 No economic impacts as a result of this report. 
 
 
Finance Implications: 
 

21 No financial implications as a result of this report.  
 
 
Legal Implications: 
 

22 No legal implications as a result of this report 
  

 
Land/Property Implications; 
 

23 No land/property considerations as a result of this report 
 
 
Human Resources Implications: 
 

24 No HR implications as a result of this report 
  
 
Recommendation: 
 

25 It is recommended that a draft West of England Regional Strategy discussion paper is 
published in July for discussion with partners across the business community, public and 
community sector. 

 
Report Author: Jessica Lee and Helen Edelstyn 
 
West of England Combined Authority Contact: 
Email: info@westofengland-ca.org.uk 
Telephone: 0117 903 6868 
 

mailto:info@westofengland-ca.org.uk

