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THE CANDIDATES • WHAT THEY SAY • HOW TO VOTE

LIVERPOOL
Election for Mayor of



On Thursday, 5th May 2016 electors in Liverpool will have the opportunity to 

vote for the person they want to be Mayor of Liverpool.

An elected Mayor is different to a traditional, ceremonial Mayor or a Council 

Leader. The Mayor is elected by the people, whereas ceremonial Mayors and 

Council Leaders are elected by fellow Councillors.

The Mayor will be responsible for leading the city, building investor confidence 

and directing new resources to economic priorities. He or she will ensure a 

quicker and more effective response to local issues, ensure more targeted use 

of funding, and develop new financial mechanisms to encourage new private 

sector investment. They will be a powerful voice for the city, locally, nationally 

and internationally.

This booklet must be sent to you by law. It includes information about the 

election and has in it an election address from each of the Mayoral candidates 

who wish to be included. 

You will also find information on how to fill in your ballot paper, how the result is 

calculated, together with answers to some frequently asked questions.

Ged Fitzgerald
Returning Officer

Joe Anderson - Labour Party

Tom Crone - Green Party

Alan Hutchinson - Independent 

Tony Caldeira - The Conservative Party Candidate

Roger Bannister - Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition

Paul Duane Rimmer - English Democrats - “Putting England First!”

Richard Kemp - Liberal Democrats

The order in which the addresses of candidates appear in this booklet has been 

determined by the drawing of lots by the Returning Officer.
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How to Vote

If you are a registered elector, you will receive three ballot papers 

• One is for the Mayoral Election, where you have two votes. 

• One is for the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Elections, where you also 

have two votes. 

• One is for the Local Election, in which you should vote for no more than the 

number of candidates as stated on the ballot paper.

• The Mayoral ballot paper will be LILAC.

• The PCC Election WHITE. 

• The Local Election ballot paper will be YELLOW.

You can have two votes on the Mayoral ballot paper, one for your first choice 

candidate and one, if you wish, for your second choice candidate, (see across for 

further information).

You mark your choices with an ‘X’. 

If you wish to make a first and second choice vote, make sure you place an ‘X’ in 

both columns. DO NOT place both ‘X’ in one column as neither vote will count.

VOTING Ballot for  
Mayor of Liverpool

Vote once (X) in column one for your first 
choice

Vote once (X) in column two for your 
second choice

 Column one Column two

 first choice Second choice

Candidate A -------  ------

Candidate B -------  ------

Candidate C -------  ------

Candidate D -------  ------

Candidate E -------  ------

Candidate F -------  ------

Candidate G -------  ------

If you vote twice for the same candidate,  

your second vote will not be counted.



1. Why two votes for one Mayor?
The law states the voting process for Mayoral Elections must be done this way. It 

allows you to say who would be your second choice for Mayor if your first does 

not win.

2. How do I mark my vote?
Mark your vote in the usual way, with a single X in each of the columns indicated.

You have two votes – for your first and second choice of Mayor. This is also the 

voting process in the PCC Election where you have up to two votes.

For Local Elections, please ensure that you read the information printed on your 

ballot papers before casting your vote.

3. What happens if I don’t make a second choice?
Your first choice vote will still be counted.

4. I don’t really like any of the candidates. What happens if I 
only mark an X in the second choice column?
Your vote will NOT be counted because it is not possible to identify who was 

your preferred candidate.

5. What if I mark an X in the first choice column for more than 
one candidate?
Your vote will not be counted because it is not possible to identify which was 

your preferred candidate.  If you wish to use both your votes, then you must 

mark an X in column 1 for your first choice candidate and also in column 2 for 

your second choice candidate.

Q & A’s
How The Votes are Counted

At Mayoral Elections, the supplementary voting system is used to count the 

number of votes cast. This is how it works:

• If one candidate gets more than 50% of the first choice votes, he or she will 

become Mayor of Liverpool.

• If no candidate gets this majority, the two candidates with the most first choice 

votes will remain in the election and all other candidates are eliminated.

• The second choice votes for the eliminated candidates are then counted - and 

any votes for the two remaining candidates are added to their first choice 

totals.

• The candidate who then has the highest overall total of votes cast is declared 

the Elected Mayor of Liverpool.

BALLOT
BOX



POSTAL VOTERS

Please note that the content of each of the following pages relating to 

candidates is the responsibility of the candidate themselves. The views 

expressed are theirs alone and cannot be attributed to the Returning 

Officer or Liverpool City Council. The order in which the addresses of the 

candidates appear in this booklet has been determined by the drawing of 

lots by the Returning Officer.

6. What if I put 1 and 2 on the Mayoral ballot paper for my first 
and second choice?
Your vote may not be counted because it is not clear what you mean. You should 

mark your votes with an X. 

7. With the Local Elections and PCC Elections being on the 
same day do I vote the same way for that as well?
For the PCC Elections YES the voting process is the same as in the  Mayoral 

Elections, where you can vote for your first and second choice candidates. For 

the Local Elections, vote for no more than the number of candidates stated on 

your ballot paper by marking an X next to the candidate(s) you wish to vote for.

8. I have an enquiry about this election. Who should I contact?
If your question is about how the election is being organised, please contact 

Electoral Services, (contact details are shown at the end of this booklet). 

9. When will Polling Stations be open?
Polling Stations will be open from 7am - 10pm. The location of your polling 

station is printed on your poll card, which will be delivered separately.

10. Why has every voter in the household been sent a booklet? 
It seems to be a waste of money.
The law says that everyone registered must be sent their own copy so that they 

get a chance to see one.

11. I have lost my poll card. Can you send me another one?
You do not need the poll card to vote, so another one won’t be sent. The poll 

card is just to inform you that there is an election and to provide you with other 

information such as where your polling station is situated. If you are not sure 

where your Polling Station is, please contact Electoral Services (contact details 

are shown at the end of this booklet) and they will assist you.

If you are a postal voter, please ensure that your completed postal 

ballot papers are returned as soon as possible. If you have not 

received your postal ballot paper by Thursday 28th April, call the 

Elections helpline (details at the end of this booklet). It is important 

that you follow the instructions sent with your postal pack ensuring 

that you provide your signature and enter your date of birth on the 

security statement that you return with your ballot papers. This is to 

ensure that nobody else uses your vote.

THE CANDIDATES

12. I have not received any information on the candidates 
standing in the other elections.
Through this booklet you have received information on the Mayoral Candidates, 

as we are required to send this to you by law.  For the PCC and Local Elections 

there is no requirement to send this information.  However, if you do require 

further information on the Police and Crime Commissioner Elections, then visit 

choosemypcc.org.uk.  For Local Elections, it is the decision and responsibility 

of the candidate or their agent if they want to provide/send out further 

information to you.
















